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Wi Pere Trust Trustee Elections 2026 

Nominations of Discretionary Beneficiaries of a Whānau Trust 

This summary is provided to assist Whānau Trusts considering nominating a discretionary beneficiary 

for election to the Wi Pere Trust Board. It outlines eligibility requirements, pre-nomination steps, and 

matters to be addressed following an election outcome, to ensure a fair, transparent, and proper 

process is followed. 

 

1. Eligibility to Stand for Election 

Under the Māori Purposes (Wi Pere Trust) Act 1991, only beneficiaries of the Wi Pere Trust are eligible 

to stand for election as a Trustee. Beneficiaries of a Whānau trust are discretionary beneficiaries, as 

defined under the Māori Purposes Act (Wi Pere Trust) 1991. A discretionary beneficiary is not, by 

default, recognised as a beneficiary of the Wi Pere Trust for election purposes. Kindly note that for 

discretionary beneficiaries, additional steps are required before a nomination can be accepted.  

 

2. Requirements for Discretionary Beneficiaries of a Whānau Trust 

If a discretionary beneficiary of a Whānau Trust wishes to stand for election, then they are required 

to hold shares in their own name. This can happen through the following ways: 

• The Whānau Trust must transfer at least one share  in the Wi Pere Trust to that discretionary 

beneficiary. 

• The discretionary beneficiary acquires shares from another Wi Pere beneficiary. 

• The share transfer must occur before the nomination is lodged. 

• All finalised nominations close on Monday 24 August 2026 at 10.00am, and therefore without the 

transfer, the nomination cannot be accepted. 

 

3. What Needs to Be Put in Place Before Nomination 

Prior to submitting a nomination, the following should be completed: 

• A formal decision of the Whānau Trust trustees agreeing to the temporary transfer of at least 

one Wi Pere Trust share. 

• Completion of all required share transfer documentation in accordance with Wi Pere Trust 

processes before nominations close on Monday 24 August 2026 at 10.00am 
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o Form 9 – Whānau Trust Minute Template 

o Form 10 - Letter of Acknowledgement to Wi Pere Trust Board to confirm nomination 

of discretionary beneficiary and temporary transfer of share 

o Form 11 – Letter of Authorisation to receive communications and vote on behalf of 

Whānau Trust. 

• If no such notification is received (i.e. completion of Form 11 – Letter of Authorisation to receive 

communications and vote as mentioned above), then the Wi Pere Trust Board is entitled to treat 

the first named trustee in the trust deed, as the person entitled to receive communications and 

to vote. A copy of the trust deed must be provided as supporting evidence for this.  

These steps ensure eligibility is clearly established and avoids potential challenges to the nomination 

process. 

4. Conditions Applying After the Election 

The transfer of a share to a discretionary beneficiary is conditional and therefore requires agreement 

between the Whānau Trust and the Nominee so it does not permanently remove the share from the 

Whānau Trust. 

Accordingly: 

• If the Nominee is unsuccessful in the election, the share must be transferred back to the 

Whānau Trust. 

• If the Nominee is successfully elected but later retires, resigns, or otherwise ceases to be a 

Trustee, the share must be transferred back to the Whānau Trust at that time. 

• In the event, that the Nominee fails to transfer back the one share to the Whānau Trust, the 

Wi Pere Trust Board will have the power and authority to transfer the one share back to the 

Whānau Trust. 

This ensures the Whānau Trust’s underlying ownership interests are preserved. 

5. Purpose of These Requirements 

These requirements exist to: 

• Uphold the intent of the Māori Purposes (Wi Pere Trust) Act 1991 

• Ensure only eligible beneficiaries stand for election 

• Protect the interests of Whānau Trusts and their beneficiaries 

• Maintain fairness, transparency and integrity in the Trustee election process. 

If you have any further queries in the interim, then please contact the BDO Gisborne Pākihi Māori 

team via email: mbu@bdo.co.nz or telephone on (06) 869 1400.  


